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The appointment of Marshal G, K. Zhukov as Minister of Defens

 Army, however, will

will definitely increase the prestige of the Soviet Army. The ¥
continue to be strictly controlled by the Party and its members in the Presidium, 25X1
All members of the Army will receive with great favor the new appointments of their

former Minister of Lefense, N. A, Bulganin, and
and former Deputy Minister of Defense, Zhukov.

of the very popular soldier
The Army will recognize that this

congiderably elevates its standing and will also expect that these new appointments
will result in new decrees which ought to favor the Army. Source stresses, however,
that these two appointments should in no way be taken as an indication that the

Army will eventually rise to total power or even that any

attempt at such a

rise will be made.Nor does the present alignment within the collective leadership
indicate a cessation of all struggle within this leadership.

night of thelr responsibility to the Party.
exists and will continue to exist in a monolithic form
This political control gpparat is directly subordinate to the Central Committee of

the members of the armed services will now be reminded day and
The Commnist Party control mechanism
t the Soviet Army.

"the CPSU and thus to the collective leadership, and,by reporting directly to the
Central Committee,will give the Party continuous control over the Army, even though

the latter is now considerably elevated in authority and prestige.

The Counter-

intelligence Directorate of the KGB, in coordination with the Party units within

the Army, though to a lesser degree than the Party, will play an important role in

meintaining this rigid and immediate control. Even in 1953 the control of the

Party in the MVD was becoming more evident.

Actions to be teken by investigative

orgens of the M/D were often checked first with the Secretary of the Party Bureau
within that organ., In addition to the coordinated grip of the Party and counter—
intelligence on all anti-Commmist elements within the Army, there is the fact

SECRET

STATE

[ x [ammy

[xoaw [ xlar [ x|[re

l

[ | | [ ] |

{Note: Washington Distribution Indicated By “X"; Field Distribution B‘y “Hr)

Approved For Release 2008/02/14 : CIA-RDP80-00810A006000260007-3

25X1



"

3.

e

Se

6.

. - - Lo B - 1 - ! L.
Approved For Release 2008/02/14 : CIA-RDP80-00810A006000260007-3

i

¥

; ’ 25X1

SECRET
o ’ 25X1

that previocus attempts at selzing power by such men as Beriya have proved unsuccessful.
Beriya, with his control of all punitive organs, the troops of the MVD, and the secret
channels of the MVD, was more perfectly situated for a move to supreme power than
individual or group of individuals within the Army. Therefore m&
possibility of ‘e future bid for ¢ ete authority by any group within the Army or

any Army group led by Bulganin or Zhukov, but the Party will contimue 25X1
to be the center of plots and struggles. 25X1

w*wet‘h unexpested] = [the appointment of Zhukov as Minister of 25X

Defense does not in any way Khrushchevts sent posltion as
the top man within the collective leadership. it was Khrushchev
himself who selected Zhukov to be Minister of ense, It is cative of Khrushchev's

feeling that the Government needed to be strengthened by a popular figure who enjoys

the favor of the people throughout the country as well as in Moscow. The appointment 25X1
also speaks of Khrushochev®s present attempt, an effert which will continue,

to exercise his authority under the cloak of collective leadership and to make every
;ffort to establish a balance and harmony within the group of which he is now the

eader.

Vs Becoitations with e yiagy [0y COFS® Of #c008s to be obtained in the |
Soviet Union's negotiations with the West will have great effect on the balance which 25X1

Khrushchev is now trying to establish, These negotiations will carry a friendlier
tone toward the West; elthough there will be intermittent blasts at the warmonge
attitude of the West in order to explain internal policy and manipulations of the
economy. Should thig new tone meet with acceptance abroad and should scme resolution
of the internal ecendmiec confliots be found, the new leadership can be expected to
survive severe ruptures for the time being., If the opposite proves to be the fact,
further readjustments within the collective leadership can be expected, but without

" any of the rough undemocratic jostling of the Beriya affair.
The rresent Khrushochev eclleciive leadership strongly desires to appear more democratic.

It. has.. already shown the people that & man who had done service for his country but
who had made serious mistakes is not simply stood up against a wall. Malenkov can be
expected to carry out his functions as Minister of Electric Power Stations but to act
in neme only &s Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers.  He may possibly even
appear at diplomatic receptions and will be in evidence at Red Square on 1 May. After
a year has gone by, :there may arise some criticism of the manner in which the Ministry
of Eleotric Power Jtations has been fulfilling its plan, and as a result Malenkov will
be pushed further imto the background. This removal will be gradual and in all ways
befitting a leadership which has acquired a more cultured and democratic method of

ruling its countryi .

When evaluating the .present realigrment within the leadership, it should be remembered
nétcsbly. . that Khrushechev is playing first violin and that Bulgenin and Zhukov are

his appointees, buttaelgo that they, though both military men, are now well woven into
the Party. .Bulganih £inds his past military position subordinated to his relationship
with the Council of Ministers, and Zhukov, as a member of the Central Committee, has a
responsibility which #hould challenge any future military role

of Defense. Zhukov's interview with William Randolph Hearst, Jr

was a task assigned by the Presidium and, though not every word was prepared for him, 25X1
the points he was to'make were clearly indicated to him, At this time he elreedy knew
he was to become Minister of Defense, although the announcement had not been ‘officially
made. In this case the Government felt it necessary to make clear to-4@e West and its
oun people that this military figure did not want war, Molotov, in a similaxly :
assigned task, had spoken to the world to show it that the Soviet Union under its new
leadership could not be pushed. He had shown the Soviet Union's allies that there was
no cause for fear, that, the Soviet Union was stronger in many ways than the United
States, and he had spbken in yet a third voice tc his own people to tell them that

the Soviet Union had!hydrogen bombs more powerful in fact than those of the United
States. Therefore they should not be alarmed, Molotov's gpeech, followed by the
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appointment of a military man as Minister of Defense, necessitated some conciliatory
statement to the world, Zhukov made this statement. | 25X1

the material to be released in the interview was govexment—directeﬂ
and - |
Fﬁfend&fjaffeo%vely to diminish the alarm, and thus the 25X1

to advise.

resistance, of the Western peoples. 2Zlmkov's mention of the possibility of visiting
the United States is| ~_|an attempt on the part of the Soviets "tc25X1
test the soil for such a future meeting.” Zhukov, from the Soviet point of view,
cannot come to the United States as o tourist, but must have a definite purpose for
the visit, Relations are such between the two countries that such a viait could not
be gracefully exscuted at this point., However, should the future tring even the
slightest improvement in these relationships, then Zhukov might visit the
text of a conference or a discussion of arms reductions, 25X1
the Soviets do not believe that President Eisenhower is in a poai.'t:t.rz*5x1
to invite the Soviet Minister of Defense at a time when the relaticns between the
two countries are so strained,

Every attempt will be made within the collective leadership to forget past emmities,

and indications of previous frictions between Zhukov, Bulganin and Khrushchev should
not be given too musch importance., A rumer whish had wide distribution in 1946 stated
that one of the reasons Stalin had removed Zhukov was because of the antipathy existing
between him and Bulganin, The rumor continued that,when Bulganin and Zhukov were
together at the front, Zhkov informed the now Fremier of the USSR that his interference
in Zhukovis military matters was not desired and further that Bulganin®s advice, unless
requested, was not desired, especially in matters where Bulganin was complstely unfit .

the war reputation for being an independent thinker in all  25X1
military matters. this should not be confused with his present situation,
where he ig well aware that he has risen as a result of his being a member of the
Commnist Party and that he was given his present position as a result of a decision
decrees. 25X1
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